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Connect with the Future
Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University (NVLU) has specialized in the
veterinary sciences since its foundation by nine veterinarians in a corner of
Gokokuji Temple in Tokyo in 1881. The university later moved to Musashino,
Tokyo, in 1937, which is its current location.
NVLU’s spirit of foundation is for the “creation of scientists who cultivate
humility and cooperation, charity and humanity.” As a pioneer in veterinary
medicine and applied life sciences in Japan, the university seeks to transfer
“knowledge and skills” while fostering a rich love for humans and animals.
Although NVLU is only small, with approximately 1,800 students; however, it
has a long history and tradition. We offer two faculties – the Faculty of
Veterinary Science and the Faculty of Applied Life Sciences – and also have a
Ryozo Akuzawa (President) Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine and Life Sciences. Our alumni
association has an active membership of approximately 18,000 alumni.
NVLU is a pioneer in veterinary medicine, veterinary nursing and technology, animal science, and food science and
technology in Japan, and it is a base for these academic disciplines.
Our mission statement “Connect with the Future” has been developed in response to the global need to find solutions to
common infectious diseases in animals, environmental destruction, and various challenges associated with food production.
We believe that to address these issues, human beings need to become better connected with the environment and to
cooperate across a broad range of fields, such as agriculture, medicine, science, and engineering, to ensure the effective
utilization of vital resources. At NVLU, we are committed to contributing to animal health care at a global scale and ensuring
human health by encouraging cooperation across many different fields and supplying safe food resources. We also strive to
ensure the sustainable health of all living beings. Our goal is to contribute to the creation of a prosperous society by
confronting the key challenges of this century.

Organization

Common corporation runs
Nippon Medical School
https://www.nms.ac.jp/college/english.html

Nippon Medical School Nursing School

Graduate Schools
Doctoral Degree in Veterinary Medicine
This 4‐year program aims to produce leading researchers and educators in basic, clinical, and applied veterinary medicine.
Students engage in high‐level studies on the morphology and function of normal, healthy animals, as well as investigating the
pathogenesis, diagnosis, therapy, and prevention of animal diseases. Each student will specialize in one of the following four areas,
which are educated by 19 professors who are experts in the subjects listed in parentheses: Veterinary Science I (genome physiology,
pathological biochemistry, animal genetics, and biomolecular chemistry), Veterinary Science II (comparative pharmacology,
infection microbiology), Clinical Veterinary Medicine (veterinary pathophysiology, veterinary cardio‐nephrology, veterinary surgery,
male reproductive science, theriogenology, veterinary radiology, and veterinary clinical pathology), or Applied Veterinary Medicine
(behavioral neuroscience, aquatic medicine, wildlife medicine, veterinary hygiene, and veterinary public health).

Master’s and Doctoral Degrees in Veterinary Nursing and Technology
The Graduate School of Veterinary Nursing and Technology trains students to become leading researchers or educators in
veterinary nursing and technology, or special veterinary nursing staff members with a wealth of expert knowledge and skills
across various practices. The 2‐year Master’s program is currently offered in two areas (Clinical Science for Veterinary Nursing
and Bioscience for Veterinary Technology), while the 3‐year doctoral program is an advanced Veterinary Nursing and Technology
course. This field consists of four areas of specialization: functional animal anatomy, environmental science and animals, practical
science for veterinary nursing, and econodynamics for nursing sciences.

Master’s and Doctoral Degrees in Applied Life Science
The Graduate School of Applied Life Science offers integrated Master’s and doctoral courses. The 2‐year Master’s program
comprises five subject areas, while the 3‐year doctoral program is in one subject area. The aim of these programs is to encourage
talented students to acquire profound knowledge and skill in their specialized field and to nurture their creative thinking as
scientists so that they become excellent professionals and researchers in the field of Animal and Food Sciences.

Undergraduate Schools
School of Veterinary Medicine
This school provides students with knowledge and skills associated with multiple fields of veterinary medicine, such as medical
care and sanitary control of animals, defense against zoonotic diseases, and public health in human society (e.g., food hygiene and
environmental management). In addition, the school trains veterinarians so that they can respond to the needs of society and
adapt to areas of advanced medicine that require a high degree of specialization, such as molecular biology and genetic
engineering. With a curriculum that covers everything from the basics to clinical application, this school fosters practical skills that
enable precise measures to be used in situations where general veterinary skills are required.

School of Veterinary Nursing and Technology
This school nurtures veterinary para‐professionals, who are increasingly in demand with increased globalization. This includes
specialists with an advanced knowledge of veterinary nursing, wildlife management and maintenance of the global environment,
who can cooperate with veterinarians by advanced technology, who comprehend zoonotic diseases and can assist with animal
hygiene and public health practices, who can contribute to animal‐assisted activity and the production of service animals, and who
can act as animal welfare officials and animal welfare promoters as determined by the Act on Welfare and Management of Animals.

School of Animal Science
Educational programs in this school focus on three areas that will deepen the student’s knowledge and advance research in
the field of animal science: (i) breeding, reproduction, and nutrition; (ii) genetic engineering and biotechnology; and (iii)
management and economics.

School of Food Science and Technology
This school offers students the unique opportunity to acquire both scientific knowledge and research skills in the following
food related areas: palatability, nutrition, and physiological function; processing, preservation, and safety; effective utilization
of resources; and distribution system and economics. During their 4 years of education, students will gain extensive knowledge
and enhance their level of creative and analytical thinking to become specialists in the field of food science.

Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital
The three major objectives of our teaching hospital are practice, education, and research. The hospital includes departments
of internal medicine, surgery, radiology, cardiology, pulmonology, gastroenterology, endocrinology, nephrology, dermatology,
oncology, neurology, theriogenology, and behavioral medicine. We see approximately 10,000 cases (dogs and cats) per year,
most of which are referred from private practitioners.

Fuji Animal Research Farm
Our research farm covers 6 hectares and includes a stall barn, feedlots, stables, pasture areas, composting systems, and two
lodging facilities. Dairy and beef cattle, sheep, goats, horses, and dogs are kept on the farm, and activities on the farm
encompass four key principles: education, research, food production, and contribution to society.

The Wildlife Museum
Our museum publicly exhibits the achievements of NVLU’s academic pursuits and also serves as a learning institution. It is
divided into two departments: the Historical Department, which exhibits the history of NVLU and veterinary medicine in Japan,
and the Nature Department, which mainly highlights the issues of interactions between humans and wild animals.

