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When I was a PhD student, I attended an international conference. At that time, I did not have much money,
so I stayed in a small guesthouse near Kansai International Airport before boarding my flight. The economy
was doing well, so most of my friends had already found jobs at various companies. As for me, [ was happy
working on my research and trying to achieve my goals. However, I sometimes felt unsure about continuing
my studies as a graduate student.

On the morning of my trip, I spoke to the guesthouse owner. He wanted to know what kind of research 1 was
working on. I answered modestly, “My research is not very useful for society.” He was quiet for a moment
and then said, “I have spoken with some graduate students from other countries, and they all say that their
research is important for society. Why do Japanese graduate students, including you, not talk about their
research more confidently and in a more interesting way?”

At that moment, I realized for the first time that my way of thinking was different from students in other
countries. I understood that if I wanted my research to have impact, I needed to speak about it in a more
confident and engaging manner, and that this was something only I could only do.
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